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For Immediate Release:
Farmor’s School announces major milestone in its Pitch In Project
Fairford, 12th January 2026
Farmor’s School is delighted to today announce the receipt of a major grant from Cotswold District Council (CDC) for its Pitch In Project – the creation of a new, full-size, floodlit artificial sports pitch at the school. 
The grant, for in excess of £700,000, allows Farmor’s to move the project into the next phase. 
The brainchild of Farmor’s Deputy Head, Emma White, work began in January 2025, with the school partnering with both Fairford Youth Football Club (FYFC) and Fairford Rugby Football Club (FRFC). 
The new pitch will be capable of hosting a variety of sports, with youth football and rugby being key to the successful bid with the CDC.
“We wanted the pitch to be a benefit not only to our school but to the local community.” said Emma. “The CDC were clear that there’s a need in the area for an artificial surface that supports both rugby and football, so we reached out to all the local clubs to get their support for the project.” 
To this end, the school has received backing not only from the Youth Football Club and Fairford Rugby Club, but also from the likes of Fairford Cricket Club and Fairford Tennis Club. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The CDC grant is in addition to some £54,000 already raised by the school for the project from fundraising and grants from Gloucestershire Community Foundation and Weston Garfield.
“We are tremendously grateful to the CDC for awarding us this grant; we’re beyond excited and can’t wait to get started on making the dream a reality!” added Emma.
The project is also being supported by the Gloucestershire Football Association, with a major aim to improve opportunities for girls’ and women’s football both competitively and for recreation. 
“We’ve been desperate for a facility like this,” said FYFC chair Adam Sloman. “We have almost 20 teams and almost 300 children now from under 5 through to under 18 and having a quality facility like this for our children to train at will have a huge impact not just for our club, but other clubs from Fairford and the surrounding area. It will offer us not only a base for all-year training, but also a weather-proof venue for fixtures and tournaments.”
Further underlining the community benefit, FRFC’s Senior Men’s and Vixens Ladies will play home fixtures on the new pitch, bringing both adult and youth elements of the rugby club onto neighbouring sites, with the youth rugby club playing home fixtures on Leafield Road, already making use of the school’s considerable parking. In addition to those adult fixtures, the new pitch will offer additional training capacity for the rugby club’s youth teams. 
Lorna Pugh, FRFC’s Chair said, “We’re delighted at the news about the grant. The CDC have been very supportive of improving facilities for rugby in the area, and we’re thrilled. The creation of a full-size, rugby-compliant surface will be a genuine game-changer for our club and is only the start of some exciting plans for Fairford Rugby Football Club.”
“The Gloucestershire FA have been incredibly supportive,” notes Emma. “However, we have also been amazed by the support and enthusiasm for this project in the local community from professionals, local businesses and companies.  We look forward to being able to deliver this pitch for everyone very soon!”










About the Pitch In Project:
The Pitch In Project is a joint project, led by Farmor’s School in conjunction with Fairford Youth Football Club and Fairford Rugby Club, with the goal of delivering a full-size, rugby-compliant artificial surface suitable for a variety of sports, for both school and community benefit. 
For Further Information contact:
Emma White, Deputy Head, Farmors School, ewhite@farmors.gloucs.sch.uk
Lorna Pugh, Chair, Fairford Rugby Football Club, lornapugh1@icloud.com
Adam Sloman, Chair, Fairford Youth Football Club, fairfordyfc@outlook.com 
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